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other accidents that has hapned to it, ever ſince it came into the 7zrkzſh poſſeſſion. 
| | Tranſlated from the Original in Zigh-Dutch by Foſeph Moxon. 


Mong all the Cities in Hungary is Offen the Ss beſt Scituated and Metropolis ; having 
A been the only Sear and rehdence of the Kings of Hungery. Some derive its name from the 
many Ovens or Pits wherein formerly Lime hath been burnt. Selomon Schweiger derives its 
name from King Ove, who reigned in the time of the Emperour Henry the III. TL 

By the Latines it was called Buds, from Buda King Artillas Brother, who re-edified or inlarged: it. 
Yet others ſay, Budz is corruptly ſo called from Baa, Baths ; and takes its name from the renowned 
Warm Baths in it. Of ſome it was formerly called Erzel Burgh (viz. Aſs-hill) or Attilias Burgh; Etgel 
Ggnifying in the German Language Af. : Þ, 

his Gity being 32 German miles diftant from Vienna, admits of fix diviſions. * : 

1. The Caſtle marked D. 2.The Over Town at E. 3.The long Subburbs towards the South,by which 
the Block-Houſe in St. Gerrards Fields Stands marked F. 4. The Water Town, or Jews Town, ly- 
ing on the Dexw, and its Walls —_— and joyning to it, marked H. 5. The Subburbs adjoyning to 
the Jews Town; and in them a ſmall four angled Pallace. 6. Peft marked B. on the other fide of 
the Danow; and hath a Bridge ſtanding on 36 Thips between it Offen. The Damw is here about 
an Engizhh Mile broad. | Bf : 

The Walls and Bulwarks of this City are very ſtrong, and the Buildings of the whole City 
have formerly been very exquiſite and Curious, as is yet to be ſeen in the Caſtle. | | 

From this City did the Turks the laſt year furniſh their Leaguer before Vienna, with all neceſſaries : 
It having excellent Girain brought thither from Old Offer : It hath many Hot Baths in it ; and in them - 
plenty of good Fiſh, which preſently die if they are put into cold Water. 

Here are among the Turks and Fews , Chriſtians allowed, as well Romanifts as Proteſtants, each 
having dC agood School. The Church of our Lady belongs to the Germans, and is for 

urying place. | ; 

The Raſcians (a falſe deceitful People) dwell here in great numbers, who exerciſe all the Turkiſh Ce- 
remonies of theſe parts (by pRo—_ ) under the notion of Chriſtianity. 

Here are many ruines of fair Buildings, formerly erected by the Hungarian Kings; particularly by 
Matthias Corvinys 1n Whoſe Pallace the Yifier keeps his reſidence : As alſo of many curious Turkiſh Moſ- 
gaes, Caravan Serajzs, andeight ſtateiy Baths, wy which the Bath of Yilz-bie 1s the faireſt : Being much 
amended by Soliman. Here are now Turkiſh Convents and Cloiſters. : 

The moſt inhabitants are Soldiers, and Grants Turks, who live (though meanly) in the faireſt Houſes. 

Here King Mat. Coruinys did about 200 years ago furniſh a curious Library , which afterwards 
the Turks demoliſht ; but yet a good part of: it was colleecd into the Imperial Library of Fienns, the 
reſt deſtroyed by Fire. | þ- . 

Near this Metropolis ; ſtands 014 Offer, in a very unhealthy Soyl which of the Ancients was ac- 
counted Sicambria, where the Siambrian Soldiers in the time of the Romans kept their Quarters, whoſe 
Monuments of Antiquity are yet found here. | 45 

For the better uuderſtanding the affairs of Offen, you muſt know that Sultan Soliman, Anno'p5 26. 
came with a yu. Army perſonally before this City, .and Sepr. 8. Maſtered it ; pardon'd'the Germans, 
but deſtroyed and captivated the Hungarians, 'their Wives and Children. The Fews Town held out 


yet, ſo that the Sultan loſt 2500 Men beforeit; who at laſt gained it, and revenged their obſtnacy, + 


fo;-as that of 3500 of them no more than 2o remained alive. 


In the following year King Ferdinand regained the City Offen. Bur in Amo 1329 Soliman with a 


mighty Power came again before it ; and having gained the Caſtle, entered it with 1000 Turks { ſays 
our Author) againſt one Chriftian 3 Yer was he in three Storms repulſed. So that (fays'onr Author): 


the thought the Caſtle was full of Devils. And now the beſieged being tyred out, and not reaſonably 
hoping tor any rclict, -Capitulated, and agreed to march out in their full Arms: But when they did 
thc Turks fell upon them, contrary to their Parol, and ſlaughtered them ; ſo-that not above 16 of them 


Amo 1541. came the Imperial General #illem van Roggendcrff with 40000 men and 40 Cannon be- 
fore the City,but Ixzbel, Widow of King Ferdinand, to whom the Sultan deputed the Hangerian Crown 
after the defeat af King Fobn of Zips , called in the Turks to their affiſtance. So that the Chriſtians 
were forced to quit the Siege, with the loſs of many Hungarians : And the Germans who were poſſeſt 
of Gerrards Berg were overcome by the Janifaries. Anno 1542. The Emperour Charles the V. and 
his Brother King Ferdinand ſent a great Fm under the Command of Feachim Ele&tor of Brandenbur 
before this.City, who made many Stormings, with the loſs of many Men : Bur the befirged defen 
themſelyes with great reſolution ; and diſeaſes hapning in the Camp, the beſiegers were forced to-_ 
draw off, and quit the Siege. 

Anno 1599. The How Von Schwartzenburg attempted to take the City by Surprize ; and with 18000 
men came before it : But the attempt miſcarried. | | 

Anno 1602, Ofb.8. came the Chriſtians again, with a ſtreng Army .-before this City; and with 
fire Engines burnt the long Bridge of Boats ; by which many Turks were deſtroy'd, and the Fore and 
Water Towns gained by Storm. They gain'd Peſt alſo, and the Block-houſe on Gerrards-bill: So that 
this City was cloſely blockt up on all fides. But the INE making ſtrong and often Sallies, and re- 
ceiving Proviſions by Water ; the Chriſtians were ar laſt forc'dto raiſe the Siege : Yet firſt, by a great 
Breach their Batteries had mgde, they made a very vigorous Storm, Offob. 22. on the Oo Tr be- 


 ginning at 3 a clock afternoon, and continued it till midnight. 


Amo 1635. The greateſt part of this City was by Fire laid in Aſhes, many Cannons burnt on the 
Bulwarks, ſeveral thouſands of Souls loſt, and a great deal of rich Merchandize conſum'd and ſpoil'd in. 


in theſe Flames. 
Anno 1660. Another Fire hapned, which did as much miſchief as the former. This hapned by - 


Lightning, and laid 2000 Houſes in Aſhes. 
ince Anno 1529. Offen has remained 155 years in the Turkiſh Power. But this preſent year 1684. 
the Duke of Lorrain, General for the Roman Emperour, having firſt gain'd Yice-Grad, Facchia and: 
Peſt, on Fuly 4. (being the day in the former year the Turks laid Yicae to Vienna) came before the Me- 
tropolis of Hungary, as being of ſo great concern, that on the gaining of it the whole Conqueſt of 
Hungary depended. He having 40000 men, begirt it cloſe on all fides with well fortified Works, and: 
raiſed ſeveral Batteries againſt it ; making many efforts for the regaining it. But many of his Souldi- 
ers being loſt by the deſperate Sallies of the Tyrks- 3 To his aſſiſtance came not only his Highneſs the- 
Ele&or Prince of Bavaria with-12000 men,but ſeveral Troops of the Suabian Circle, about 4000 more. 
On the other hand, The Turks had ſo well fortify'd the City, having 1600 reſolute Janiſaries in it, 
beſides Citizens, and others, and all Proviſions neceſlary for its defence, indured the Siege very man- 


| fully,artl made manyCouragious and deſperate Sallies out of the City,upon the Chriſtians,of whom they 
| have made great ſlaughter, thongh with the loſs of many of themſelves ; even till they were reduced 


from 16000 ( as aforeſaid ) to 40e0 Janiſaries. And beſides the Seraſquier Baſla with (at firſt) but 16000 
men, came hovering about the Siege, to devert the Chriſtian Army from their more vigorous attempts 
upon the City : And though the Bavarian Troops were lodged between the River Darow and the City, 
yet did the Seraſquier by Water frequently put Succors of Men and Proviſions into it, which fo 
Rrengthned and incouraged the defendents, that now the Winter coming on, andtheir Principal Mine 
diſcovered by a Renegado, who got into the City,and other Mines fill'd by Springs and overflowings of 
the River; and the Seraſquiers numbers increaſed to 40000 men, The Chriſtians in a Council of War 
OZ. 29. reſolved to put Is Emperours Orders for raiſing the Seige, in execution : And accordingly, 
having firſt ſent all their ſick and wounded men away with the Baggage, the Canon was drawn off from 
the ation and planted for the defence of the Troops in their retreat to rhe Iſle of St. Andrews, 
wherethe whole Army confiſting bf about 30000 Men paſſed the Danube, Nov. 1.0n a Bridge of Boats : 
ThaCavalry facing the Enemy while the Foot marched off, without the loſs of one man in their Re- 


eſcaped alive. os bop former Commander Thomas Redafti and his Souldiers had their liberties . 
Suamantruſting to their Capitulatioas. : 
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